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A Survey on Educational Practice by Using a Mobile-phone
Akinobu ANDO
Miyagi University of Education

Abstract: A survey is presented concerning educational practices using the mobile-phone presented to symposium
on mobile phones since its start on 1998. Until the establishment of Society of Mobile Interactions in 2007, 30
papers were presented on this topic. These papers are classified into three categories: research papers, practice
studies and studies on students' practice of use.

There were 9 research papers. They investigated how university students used mobile-phones in everyday lives,
questionnaire to practice mobile-learning, and on effects of interactions keeping anonymity in a face-to-face class.
These papers cleared up students used more e-mail and web browser functions than voice calling, as is reported
elsewhere.

There were 16 reports in practice studies. They were sub classified into four categories: face-to-face class, a
field class, a mobile-learning and support for evaluation. In face-to-face class, a teacher let students use their
mobile-phones to collect responses from them immediately in a large class room. The method mainly adopted
e-mail. Using e-mail, teachers became able to collect students' comments and share them in a class room that was
impossible to do using traditional tools, i.e. paper and pens. Further, these practice enhanced the students'
motivation to participate in the class actively. These trials made an impact on development of new teaching
methods.

One report was concerned about communication among students, who joined, before formal school course, to a
field-research trial using GPS to monitor the nature around everyday lives. The students reported that it was more
convenient to communicate using mobile-phones than using PCs. There were two reports as a mobile-learning -
"vocabulary learning" and "CALL-drill" using a mobile-phone. Using a mobile-phone was suitable tool for
learning anywhere and anytime. Papers of support evaluation reported that immediately evaluation could be
helpful for a teacher to arrange his/her class. There were five studies about characteristics of students inputting.
These were mental load, predictive conversion and error analysis. It was reported that mental load of students to
take notes in class was less by mobile phones than by hand writing in this study range.

As one of further visions, because a mobile-phone with GPS function will penetrate the market, we should
develop a new teaching method using GPS function. And increasing applied practices using advantage of a
mobile-phone - immediacy, students' high literacy and penetration and high mobility. It is important for students'
abundant studies and experience to continue to practice using advanced method.

Keywords: mobile-phone, educational practice, society of mobile interactions, survey
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